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If you could tell
your younger writing self

anything,
what would it be?
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Many thanks to my supporters on
Patreon for making creative
projects like this possible. 

 
www.patreon.com/Renmeleon

Want to get involved?
Guidelines are available here:

 
www.renmeleon.com/squirrel

TIMECAPSLE
 
Being able to look back and see the 
breadcrumb trail can be life altering. 
Those A-HA! moments don’t happen 
very often for most people without 
an outside catalyst; a person or event 
that makes you put your life on pause 
a moment and really look at your moti-
vations. Once you learn to silence your 
brain and intentionally look back, know-
ing what to look for, it gets easier and 
can be incredibly useful. 
	 It is my hope that this issue of 
Three Dollar Squirrel gives you some of 
the hows and whys your process is what 
it is now - what happened along the way 
to evolve it. Take what you learn and see 
if there are any ways you can improve 
going forward using these revelations.

As always, thank you for being here. 
Your support for this little publication 
means a lot.
 
Pen in hand,
Ria
_ _ _
Ana Maria Selvaggio
Publisher/Founder
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---------

The opinions express in this zine belong 
to the individual authors and are not 
the opinions of the publisher (unless 
my name is on it). So remember kids: 
Diversity makes you think and censor-
ship is just imposing your opinion over 
someone else’s. Be tolerant and look 
through someone else’s eyes, it might 
just change your perspective.

Reproduction and/or distribution of this 
zine in part or in full is prohibited with-
out the written permission of Ana Maria 
Selvaggio and will result in legal action, 
bad karma, and unexplained instances 
of rabid squirrel visitation.
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This will sound commonplace by modern standards. 
	 When I was a teenager, I wrote poems and 
prose often. I was deeply influenced by a broad mu-
sical taste and works of literature. Often these works 
included authors like Shakespeare and Edgar Allan 
Poe. I had no difficulty in coming up with what to 
write, but would often write in a standard compo-
sition notebook. This medium was simple, inexpen-
sive, and fit easily into the desk drawer in a “bor-
rowed” desk in my bedroom.
	 Upon moving away from my parents, my Fa-
ther packed what he thought to be all of my things, 
and moved them to Arizona for me. The composi-
tion notebook was not among my things. It was 
overlooked, likely because the desk was not part of 
my “belongings.” Before I realized that the composi-
tion notebook was not packed along with everything 
else, it was too late for me to have my parents send 
it to me for safekeeping.
	 Although a cautionary tale, suffice it to say 
that keeping my work safe in more than one place 
was an oversight on my part due to inexperience. 
Keep your work in several places, and you will have 
them to look back on later. You can then look farther 
back on the growth of your writing craft.

Val M. Selvaggio
www.facebook.com/RomanDeadGuy/
www.romandeadguys.com

1. Fun fact: Ten years of therapy will make you a 
vastly better, happier person, and yet none of your 
shrinks will be able to get you to stop procrastinat-
ing.

2. You were right: Writing is scary.

3. You were right: Writing has always been scary.

4. You were right: Writing will always be scary.

5. Your teachers were right, though: Nobody else 
will write it for you. 

6. Trust me on this: The shame of writing something 
lame is not as bad as the shame of not writing it at 
all.

7. Good news/bad news: Sometimes people really 
love something that you thought was just OK.

8. Good news/bad news:  Sometimes you’ll write 
something you love. It’ll feel like you finally pro-
duced a true and honest representation of who you 
are as a writer and as a person. Enjoy that feeling, 
because once people read a piece like that, they 
tend to greet it with a shrug. Most people don’t 
want to know you from your writing, they just want 
to see a version of themselves. And that’s fair.

9. Bad news/bad news: That’ll never stop hurting.

10. The motivational poster was right: Keeping at it 
anyway is what counts.

(Pro tip: You’re right about carbs. Carbs make it all 
better.)

Stefan G. Bucher
https://amzn.to/2CO8t2M

 

 
Editor’s Note: Incidentally, you can snag a copy of 
the hardcover of Stefan’s fabulous 100 Days of Mon-
sters - it has two micro fiction pieces of mine in it. 
We also love his 344 Questions? book. Check him 
out!

To be patient and not so harsh on myself about pro-
ducing absolute perfection on a first draft. To trust 
in my ability to write the story. To know it is ok if the 
story takes over from time to time, because you nev-
er know what you may dig up when you are writing 
something.

 
M.Y. Seaton
www.instagram.com/RockPaperFox
www.rockpaperfox.com
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Dear Me,
	 Aside from what our mother would say - eat more salads and don’t drink soda - the best advice I could 
give you is this: 

•	 Break all the rules.
•	 Write everything down that your brain generates, edit later.
•	 Shut the monkey up till your done.
•	 Don’t ever let anyone tell you that you can’t do something, they are 99.9% wrong almost 100% of the time.
•	 Jump down more rabbit holes.
•	 Dive in with your whole heart or not at all.
•	 You aren’t crazy if your characters take over and start writing the story for you. That’s actually a really good 

thing. Pay attention and let them.
•	 You are good enough.
•	 It doesn’t matter if it’s been done before.
•	 Keep collecting words in your journal.
•	 Read more and push yourself to read more genres than just mystery.
•	 Don’t sell the 7 hardcover Oz books, look for the other 7/14, and don’t be afraid to open and read them.
•	 There is no such thing as too many books, but if it’s been on the shelf and have never read it, gift it.
•	 Use the big red thesaurus on your desk more.
•	 Devour scripts, it will help you when you go for your Masters.

•	 Invest in Macintosh. (Apple) ...
 
 
Ana Maria Selvaggio | Renmeleon
www.patreon.com/Renmeleon
www.amazon.com/author/renmeleon
Instagram: @Renmeleon

Due 02/14 for March’s Issue:
What is your editing process 

and what’s the most difficult part for you?
www.renmeleon.com/squirrel


